being in command and taking the salute. I ask for a lot
of warmth and sweets after dinner. And 1 do like a nice
brisket once or twice a week. You know, you can have
that, when you're Empress. And I do like being called
Queen, after being at people's beck and call: *Lupi, why
haven't you cleaned the plates? Lupi, take up your
mistress's broth, and see the napkin's clean.' I've had all
that, in my time. But what pretty dresses you both have.
Ah, it's nice to be young and care what you wear. It's
nice of you to come to the Palace to talk with old
people. It's nice for the boy, too. I always think he
ought to mix more with people of his own age. He's
never been young. In a way, I suppose one ought to
be thankful, for most young men are only too young.
I know they were in my time. But you'll know better
than I if they still are. He said to me only the other
night, 1 enjoyed meeting those dancers, and their
advisers'. I never knew him break out like that about
anybody. Now here are the honey-wafers and that.
These are the real Sardican honey-cakes. Honey-dix,
we call them. They would put this cinnamon in them,
which is wrong, but I think I've got them to do it at last.
Did the boy say anything about what he wanted you to
do for him?"

This question was put to Macedonia, but the Empress
looked at Theodora, too, as though she, too, were meant.
Both young women said: "No. What can we do?"

"He'll be back from prayers in a few minutes/' the
Empress said. "Evening Prayers only takes a few
minutes, but they don't like missing it, because ail the
officers report afterwards; just a matter of form, but
Justo always can tell if anything's been kept back, and
then he pounces. They all think Justo's easy going; so
he is, but, my, if anyone tries to take a liberty, or to